Primary lymphocutaneous nocardiosis due to Nocardia otitidiscaviarum: the first case report from Japan.
We report a case of lymphocutaneous syndrome caused by Nocardia otitidiscaviarum (formerly known as N. caviae) in a 78-year-old woman who underwent long-term therapy with prednisolone for bronchial asthma. Histological examination showed granulomatous reaction with multiple polymorphonuclear leukocytes and revealed a Gram positive filament in the dermis. Gram-positive, slightly acid-fast branched filaments were also found in the smear of the purulent material. The cell wall constituents of the isolate were meso-diaminopimelic acid, arabinose, and galactose; the mycolic acid pattern of the isolate was Nocardia type. The organism decomposed xanthine and hypoxanthine, but not tyrosine or casein, which distinguished it from N. asteroides and N. brasiliensis. The skin lesions responded to minocycline and later to a combination of doxycycline and ofloxacin. This primary lymphocutaneous nocardiosis due to N. otitidiseaviarum is the first in Japan.